
REPORT ON LAUNDS PLAYING FIELD PLAY EQUIPMENT 

 
The Launds playing field contains a children’s play area which is approximately 12 years old. 

Maintenance of the play area is the responsibility of the parish council. 

SAFETY ISSUES 
The play area is inspected for safety annually by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents 

(RoSPA). The play area was last inspected in March 2016. Safety issues raised in that report are 

summarised in Table 1: RoSPA Report Issues below.  

TABLE 1: ROSPA REPORT ISSUES 

Item Area Finding Recommendation Risk Level 

1 Gates at Entrance Entrapment risk 
on sides of gate 

Adjust gate/posts/fit 
new rubber buffer to 
ensure a spacing of at 
least 12mm 
throughout the range 
of the gate to remove 
the entrapment risk. 
The 12mm gap also 
should apply on the 
hinge side of the gate. 

Low 

2 Cableway Seat set at 
incorrect height 

Re-set to correct 
height. To meet EN 
1176, the minimum 
ground clearance is 
350mm for standard 
seats, 400mm for tyre 
and group seats.  

Low 

2 Cableway The supports are 
within the 
falling/free 
space area 

Monitor and check on 
a routine basis. 

Low 

3 Cableway Timber at 
bottom of ramp 
starting to 
soften 

Seal laminated timber 
edges to prevent 
water ingress. 

Low 

4 Cableway Some chain 
wear on 
traveller chain 

Monitor for further 
deterioration and 
replace at 40% wear. 

Low 

5 Multiplay Cap missing at 
end of monkey 
rings 

Check security of 
fixings and replace 
cap. 

Low 

6 Toddler swing Significant 
corrosion 

Descale back to good 
metal and coat with 
lead-free paint, using 
appropriate 
precautions. Repairs 

Low 



may be necessary 
where corrosion is 
severe. 

7 Toddler swing – matta 
grass surface beneath 

Uneven surface Repair damaged area Low 

 

In addition to the above items, when Councillor Kitchen and myself inspected the play area, we 

found one of the seats on the toddler swing had corroded to the point where it had become unsafe 

(see Figure 1: Toddler Swing Seat below). I subsequently removed the seat in the interests of safety. 

It is currently stored in my workshop. 

 

 

FIGURE 1: TODDLER SWING SEAT 

Councillor Blackwell has repaired the piece of timber mentioned in item 3 above. He has also 

attempted to adjust the gates to address item 1, although I believe further work in this area is 

needed. 

 

REPAIRS AND COSTS 
I contacted Sutcliffe Play, the manufacturers of the play area and arranged for Stewart Andrews, one 

of their reps, to come out to inspect it. At that inspection, we also found some corrosion not 

mentioned in the RoSPA report, mainly to the hangers on the monkey bars (see Figure 2 below). 



 

FIGURE 2: MONKEY BAR CORROSION 

Stewart subsequently provided the following comments and quote for repairs. 

“Having visited the site with you and looked at the equipment the only urgent issue would be the 

cableway which does not conform to EN1176 as the stopper does not stop the trolley at the correct 

point. 

I have contacted the manufacturer and the price for all parts of the cableway (see Figure 3 below) is 

in the region of £1,500, it is possible to source alternative parts (as listed below) and this would be an 

suitable alternative as many cableways (ours included) use a spring at the start and end of a cable 

way, the price also includes a replacement cable as it seems prudent to fit now, the cableway trolley 

and seat would need to be changed if we were to fit springs instead of the tyres. 

In regards to the other items, our contracts manager has advised that the hand over hold is best 

sanded and painted, replacement parts would be over the top, I am awaiting paint prices but we 

would not quote for the work as painting is weather dependant and costly, it is better arranged at a 

local level. The rubber bungs are for the swings and unit, it may be that you do not need to replace 

them all but I have included 5. The pod seat is an alternative to the traditional cradle seat and attach 

a photo for your reference, I have not included chains at those you have can be used.” 

 

    CABLEWAY 
 

1   Cableway Trolley £162 

1   Pendulum Seat c/w 2mtr chain & Hose £68 

1   Cable 19 x 7 x 10mm dia. with thimble 25 metre length £96 

1   Brake Spring nylon/rubber buffer 1.5 METRE £41 

1   Brake Spring nylon/rubber buffer 3 METRE £52 

2   Nylon Finger Protector £14 

6   10mm Wire Rope Grip to Din 1142 £6 

1   Delivery £20 

    Parts Total £459 

1 Labour Labour charge to renew and retention cableway main cable £585 

    TOTAL FOR CABLEWAY £1,044 



        

    OTHER SPARES   

1 ADH220 GLUE KIT RBF500 £27 

5 RBF500 2.1/2" RUBBER BUNG (For swings and hand over hand component of unit) £42 

2 SRE480 POD SEAT 8MM (alternative to cradle seat which would be £126ea) £212 

    Delivery £28 

    TOTAL £309 

 

The cradle seat mentioned is identical to the toddler swing seats we already have. Stewart has also 

identified appropriately-coloured paint, priced at £84 per 5-litre can. He has suggested that we may 

be able to source this ourselves and has provided colour numbers.  

 

FIGURE 3: CABLEWAY SPARES 

 

 

FIGURE 4: POD SEAT 

 



SUMMARY 
The play area is showing signs of wear and tear and needs some attention to make it safe and to 

prevent further degradation. The most urgent issue is the cableway; its seat height does not conform 

to standards and the seat does not stop at the required distance from the supports. Sutcliffe Play has 

quoted to address these issues by replacing the cable, seat and associated parts but the cost is just 

over £1000.  

The broken toddler swing seat needs to be replaced. The cost to do this will be £150-£250 

depending on the model of seat we choose. 

Missing end caps on the equipment should be replaced as their absence provides an opportunity for 

further corrosion of the equipment. The cost here is approximately £70 and we can undertake the 

work ourselves. 

The frame of the cableway, which is wooden, needs rubbing down and repainting with an 

appropriate coating, as does its wooden ramp. Where corrosion has occurred to parts of the play 

equipment they need sanding back to sound metal and repainting. Both activities can be performed 

by ourselves and/or parishioners, so the cost will be limited to the paint required. If we can 

encourage willing parishioners to assist, I estimate that we should be able to complete this work in a 

weekend or two. 

The entrance gates also need adjustment to avoid the risk of entrapment of fingers. Councillor 

Blackwell can comment on this better than I. 

 

Andrew Coupe 

17th November 2016 


